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0 . Application/Control Number: 09/987,953 

Art Unit 2873 

DETAILED ACTION 

Defective Reissue Declaration 

1 . The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because the 
error which is relied upon to support the reissue application is not an error upon which a 
reissue can be based. See 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) and MPEP § 1414. More specifically: 

(a) The error relied upon to support this application is presented in said declaration 
as: "claims 19-21 recite a projection display apparatus instead of merely a projector. 

(b) The examiner finds nothing in U.S. Patent No. 5,986,809 upon which this reissue 
application is based that makes and/or supports any distinction between the intended 
meaning and/or the implied scope of the two terms "projection display" apparatus and 
"projector". 

(c, The examiner also notes that said terms are very often used synonymously and 
interchangeably by those skilled in the art to which the aforesaid paten, most olosely 
pertains. In faot, applicants' themselves appear to use the aforementioned terms syn- 
onymously and interchangeably in their closely-related U.S. Patent No. 6,154,320, 
wherein an invention disclosed as a -projection display apparatus' in the spedfica«on is 
recited in the Cairns as a -projector- (col. 6, In. 58-co,. 7, In. 21 and col. 24, In. 3-37). 
(d) Accordingly, the correction of sue* an error simply appears to constitute an edito- 
rial change (e.g. the two terms -projection display apparatus" and -projector-). Appli- 
cant is reminded that an error under 35 U.S.C. §251 has no. been presented where the 
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correction to the paten, is, inter alia, one of spelling, or grammar; or a typographic* 
editorial or clerical error. 

,., The reissue declaration filed withthis application is. therefore, defective. 

2 Whiie the reissue oath/dedaration filed with this application does contain a state- 
m en, as to applicant's belief that the original paten, is wholly or partly inoperative or 
invalid the meaning and/or the vaiidity o, the statement therein is not dear to the exam- 
iner in particular, the reissue dec— states: "We consider U.S. Patent No. 
5 986 809 to be partly inoperative by reason of claiming less than we had a right to 
Cairn because the original daims are unduly limited and may not provide an adequate 
scope of protection"; (because) "claims 19-21 recite a projection display apparatus ,n- 
stead o, merely a projector. Here, the implied scope of -projection display apparatus- 
es appears to be narrower than that of "projector". From the examines perspec- 
tive, however, the reverse appears to be true (e.g. "projection display apparatus" ap- 
pears to be broader than "projector Clarification is therefore requested. 

3. Applicant is reminded that matter no. present in patent sough. .0 be reissued, is 
excluded from a reissue application in accordance with 35 U.S.C. 251. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §251 

4 Claims 1-45 are rejected as being based upon a defective reissue dedaration, 
under 35 U.S.C. 251, as set forth above. See 37 CFR 1.175. The nature of the defect 
in ,he reissue dedaration is set forth in the discussion above in this Office action. 
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Remarks/Other Information 

5 Applicant is reminded that the originai pa t ent. or a statement as to loss or inac- 
cessibly of me origina, patent, must be received before this reissue application can be 
allowed. See 37 CFR 1.178. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David N. Spector whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
,521. The examiner can normally be reached a, this number Monday through Friday 
between 6:00 AM and 2:30 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are un- 
successful, the examiner's supervisor, Georgia Y. Epps, can be reached on (703) 308- 
4883. The fax number for the organization where this application is assigned is (703) 
308-7722. 


June 14, 200: 



David N. Spector 
Patent Examiner 


